BEFORE THE
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against:
SUZANNE DRAKE BLANTON

Case No. 2011-890
Registered Nurse License No. 617914

Respondent

DECISION AND ORDER

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adobted by the
'Board of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in the
above entitled matter.

This Decision shall become efféctive on Auqust 18, 2011.

%mmw/k/fiwm/

President

Board of Registered Nursing
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

IT IS SO ORDERED August 18, 2011.
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KAMALA D. HARRIS ,
Attorney General of California
DIANN SOKOLOFF
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
SUSANA A. GONZALES '
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 253027 -
1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor
P.O. Box 70550
Oakland, CA 94612-0550
Telephone: (510) 622-2221
Facsimile: (510) 622-2270
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
a BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
~© STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: ~ | CaseNo. 2011-890 . |

SUZANNE DRAKE BLAN TON '
9914 N. 65th Avenue o ' R -
Glendale, AZ 85302 ‘ _ STIPULATED SURRENDER OF

Realstered Nurse Llcense No. 663995 : LICENSE AND ORDER

Respondent.

CITIS HEREBY_ STIP_ULATED AND AGREED by and‘between the parties in this
proceeding that the following matters.are true: ' '

PARTIES

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (Complainant) is the Exeoutive Ofﬁoer of the Board of

Registered Nursing. She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in
this matter 'by Kamala D. Harris, Attomey General of the State of California, by Snsana A
Gonzales, Deputy Attorney' Geherali

2. Suzanne Drake Blanton (Respondent) is representmg her. self in this proceedmg and

has chosen not to exercise her 11ght to be represented by counsel.

3. On or about August 19, 2005, the Board of Reg1ste1 ed Nursmg 1ssued Reglstel ed
Nurse License No. 663995 to Suzanne Drake Blanton (Respondent) The Reglstered Nurse

L1cense expired on January 31, 2009, and has not been renewed

Stipulated-Surrender-of icense-(Case No-2011-890)
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. . .. JURISDICTION

' 4 - Accusation .No 2011-890 was filed before the Board of Registered Nursing (Board),
Department of Consumer Affairs, and is currently pending agalnst Respondent, The Accusation
and all other statutorﬂy requlred documents were properly served on Respondent on April 28,
2011. Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defense contestmg the Accusation. A copy of .
Accusation No. 201 1-890 1s attached as exhibit A and incorporated by reference..

| ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS | A'

5. Respondent has carefully read, and understands the charges and allegations in
Aceusation No. 201 1-890. Respondent also has carefully read, and understands the effects of this
Strpulated Surrender of Lieense and Order. - | |

6. Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, 1nclud1ng the righttoa -

hearlng on the charges and allegatlons in the Accusat1on the nght to be represented by counsel, at

'he1 own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; the right to

present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the ri-ght to the issuance of subpoenas to
comipel the attendance of witnesses and the productlon of documents the right to recons1derat1on

and court review of an adverse dec151on and all other 11ghts accorded by the California

.Admlmstratwe Procedure Act and other apphcable laws.

7.  Respondent Voluntanly, knowingly, and 1nte111 gently waives and gives up each and

every right set forth above
CULPABILITY

8. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegatlon in Accusatron v

No. 2011-890; agrees that cause exists for discipline and hereby surrenders her Registered Nurse

- License No. 663995 for the Board’s formal acceptance. .

9. Respondent understands that by signing this strpulation she enables the Board to issue

~an order. accepting the surrender of her Registered Nurse License without further process.

CONTINGENCY

10. -This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board of Registered Nursing.

Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for-Complainant and the staft" of the Board of -

—Stipulated-Surrender of License-(Case-No.-201.1-890)
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Registered Nursing may communicate direotly with the Board reéarding this stipulation and
surrender, without- notice to or participation by Respondent. . By signing the stipnlation,_
Respondent understands and agrees that she may not Withdraw her agreeinent or seek to rescind
the strpulation prior to the time the Bo ard considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt
th1s strpulatlon as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Surrender and D1s01p1111ary Order shall be
of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action
between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified frorn further action bybha‘ving '
eonsidered this matter. | |

11. The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated Surrender of
License and Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect s
the ongmals | |

12. This Stlpulated Surrender of License and Order is 1ntended by the parties to be an

integrated Wnting representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of their agreement.

It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions,

‘negotiations, and comrnitment_s (written or oral). This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order

may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwise changed except by a writing

- executed by an authorized representative of each of the parties.

' 13, In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that

the Board may, w1thout further notice or formal pr oceedlng, issue and enter the followmg 01 der:
 _ ORDER | '
' IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Registered Nurse License No. 663 995, issued to . .
ReSpondent Suzanne Drake Blanton, is surrendered and aecepted by tne Board of Registered
Nursing. | ._ ' |
'14 The surrender of Respondent’s Registered Nurse License and the accep'tance of the

surrendered license by the Board shall constltute the imposition of dlSClphne agalnst Respondent.

This stipulation constitutes a 1eco1d of the discipline and shall become a part of Respondent’

- license history with the Board.

—Stipulated-Surrender-of License-(Case No:-2011-890)
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15, Respondent shall lose all rights and prtvﬂeges as a Registered Nurse in California as |

of the. effective date of the Board’s Decision and Order.

16. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Board her pooket license and, if one was
issued, her wall certi'ﬁeate on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order.

17. If Respondent ever files an apphcat1on for licensure or a petrtlon for reinstatement in
the State of California, the Board shall treat it as a pet1t1on for relnstatement Respondent must
comply with all the laws, regulations and procedures for 1e1nstatement ofa 1evoked license in

effect at the time the petition is filed, and all of the charges and alle gations contained i in

' Accusatron No. 2011 890 shall be deemed to be true, correct and admltted by Respondent when

| the Board determines whether to grant or deny the petition. .

18. If'and when Respondent’s license is reinstated, she shall pay to the Board oosts "
associated with its investigation and enforcétnent pursuant to Business andbPro'fessi'ons‘ Code
'seotion 125.3 in the amc')unt of $617.50. Respondent shall be permitted to pay these costs in a
payment plan approved by ‘the Board Nothing in this provision shall be construed to proh1b1t the
Board from reducmg the amount of cost recovery upon. reinstatement of the license.

19. -If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for a new license or certification, or
pet1t1on for reinstatement of a license, by any other health care licensing agency in the State of
California, all of the charges and allegations contained in Acousatlon No 2011 890 shall be

deemed to be true, correct, and adm1tted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement of

Tssues or any other proceeding seekrng to deny or restrict hcensure

- 20. Respondent shall not apply for licensure or petition for reinstatement for two )

years from the effective date of the Board of Registered Nursing’s Decision and Order.

Stipulated-Surrender-of License-(Case-No.-2011-890)
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ACCEPTANCE
I have carefully read the Stipulated 'Slirrender of License and Order, T underéta_nd the |
stipulation and the effect it will have on my Régistered Nurse ‘Liqense. I enter into this Stipulated'
Suﬁender of License and Ordér Vélulltarily, knowingly, and intelligehtly, .and agree to be bound __

by the Decision and Order of the Board of Registered Nursmg

DAT.E.D:-[D/QKOI«Q@H. | )ZLJEQMLM é/[ﬂﬁﬁ”\u

/SUZANNE DRAKE BLANTON
Respondent

ENDORSEMENT -

The foregoing Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby respectfﬁlly submitted

for consideration by the Board of Registered Nursing of the Departmént of Consumer Affairs. -

Dated: 8\/\&/\/\1 LDH | o Re'spé?tfully submitted,

KAMALA D. HARRIS

~ Attorney General of California
DIANN SOKOLOFF
Supervising Deputy Attorney General

~ SUSANA A. GONZALES
Deputy Attorney General
Attorneys for Complainant

- SF2011900144

90192043.doc

Stipulated-Surrender-of- License-(Case-No.-2011-890).
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KAMALA D. HARRIS

Attorney General of California |

" DIANN SOKOLOFF

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
SUSANA A, GONZALES
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 253027
1515 Clay Street, 20th Flom
"P.0. Box 70550
Oalkland, CA 94612-0550
Telepho'ne: (510) 622-2221
Facsimile: (510) 622-2270 -
Attorneys for Complainant

- BEFORE THE '
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
 DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the‘"Accd's‘at.ion Against; Case No, A011- ?Cio .
SUZANNE DRAKE BLANTON' )
9914 N, 65th Avenue . . L !
Glendale, AZ 85302 - JACCUSATION-
Registered Nurse License No, 663995 '
' Respondent.
‘Complainant alleges:
PARTIES

- 1. - Louise R. Ba11ey, M. Ed RN (Complamant) brmgs this Accusatlon solely in her
official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of
Consumm Affairs, . o ‘

2, Onor about August 19, 2005 the Board of Registered Nu1smg 1ssued Registered

.N_urse License Number 663995 to Suzanne Drake Blanton (Respondent). The Registered Nurse

License expiréd' on January 31, 2009, and has not been renewed.

RIS) RISDICTION

3, ThlS Accusa’uon is b1ought before the Board of Registered Nu1smg (Boald),
Department of Consumer Affalrs, under'the authonty of the following laws. All section :
references are o the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. "

1

Accusation |
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| 4, Section 2750 of the Busiines.s and Professions Code (Code) provides, in pertinent par.t,’
that the Board mayv discipliﬁe'any licensee, including a licensee holding a temporary or an
inactive license, for any reason'provided in Article 3 (c_ommeﬁcihg with section 2750) of the
Nursirig Practice Act. | ‘ . B ‘
-5 Sedtion 2764 of the Code pl'ovides, in peﬁinen’c part, that the expiraﬁon of a license

shall not deprive the Board.of jurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the

| licensee or to render a decision imposing discipline on the license, Under Code section 2811,

subdivisipn (b), the Board may renew an expired license at any time within eight years after the

expiration, _
6. Section 11 8, subdivision (b), of the Code provides, in pertinent'part, that:the

eXpiraﬁon of a licgnse shall not deprive the Board of jurisdiction to prdcecd with a disciplinary

action during the period within which the license may be renewed, restored, reissued or

reinstated.

_ | - STATUTORY PROVISIONS
17, :SectiOn 2761 of the Code st'ates,:.
“The board may take disbipliﬁary action against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an
application fora certificate or license for any of the following: |

“(a) Unprofessional ¢onduct, which includes, but is not limited to, the following:

“4) -'Denial of iicensupe, revocation, suspension, 1'estriotion,'or. any other diéciplinax'y actioh
against a health care professional 1ioeﬁse or certificate by another state or territory of the United '
States, by any other government agency, or by another California health care professional |
licensing board, A certified copy of the decision 61~jng1ne11£ shaﬂ be conclusive evidence of that
action,” | | ' - '

\ DRUGS
8. “Demerol” is a hal;cotic analgesic and is a 'Se.c;tion II controlled substance as

designated by Health and :Safety 'dee se_ctioh 11055, subdivision (¢)(17), and a dangérotps drug

- - . . . ‘ Accusation’| -
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pursdant to Code section 4022. Demerol oan produce drug'deperidence of the morphine type and- |

therefore has the potential for being abused.
9. “Stadol” is a trade name for Butorphanol Tartrate, and is a synthetmally derived
opioid agonist-antagonist analgesw. Itisa dangemus drug within the meamng of Business and

Professions Code section 4022. One milligram of Stadol is equianalgesic to 5 milligrams of

morphine. - Stadol’s principal therapeutic use is relief of pain, Mixed agonist-antagonist opioid . .

analgesics; as a class, have lower abuse potential than Morphine but can be and have been
reported to be abused.
| COST RECOVERY.

10. Sectlon 125 3 of the Code prov1des in pertment part, that the Board may request the
admmlstratlve law Judge to dnect 2 licentiate found to have committed a violation or v101at10ns of
the 11oensmg act to_pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and
enforcement of the case. . ‘

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Unprofessional Conduct — Out of State Discipline)
(Bus. & Prof. Code § 2761, subd, (a)(4)) .

11, | Respondent has subjected her registered nurse license to disciplinary action under-
Code section 2761, subdivision tat)(4), in that on or about October 26,2007, in a disciplinary ‘
action hefore the Ari‘zona State Boatd‘of Nursing, Order Number 0703 006, the Arizona Board :
entered a Consent Agx-e'ement placing Resp'ondent’s registered nurse license on probation for one
year, subject to varlous terms and conditions, If Respondent was unable to have her migraines
managed without the use of controlled substances, the Consent Agreement required he1 to
undergo a neuropsychological evaluatlon with psychometric testmg by a Board-approved

psycholo; gxst to be completed within 60 days of the effeotlve date of the Consent Agreement

" The evaluation was required to 1nclude a history and physical, relevant laboratmy data if

appropriate, psychologlcal testing, if appropriate, recommendatlons for tLeatment if any, and an
assessment as to Respondent s ability to function safely in nursing, If the psychologtst

Lecommended medlcal treatment or psychologxcal therapy or counsehng, Respondent was

Accusation
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'reqmred to provxde the Arlzona Boald with the name and quahﬁoatmns of eaoh treatmcnt

professional, and upon approval by the Board, pr oy1de the professional with a copy of the entire

Consent Agreement and undergo and-continue treatment unti] the professlonal determined that

treatment was 1o longer‘ necessary. The professional was'also required to subm_it quarterly .
repoltsl to the Arizona Board. | |

12.  The Consent A-greement also required that -durihg the period of probation . - ..
Respondent: _(l)luse only one pharmacy to obtain her presoriptiohs and notify the Board of every

pharmacy or facility from which she currently obtains prescription medications; (2) enroll in a

program that meets the A11zona Board’s criteria for random drug testmg and participate in

random drug testing at least once per month; (3) abstam completely from the personal use of

alcoholi¢ beverages (4) abstain completely from the personal use or possession of controlled

-substanoes and if Respondent hasa lawful prescription for a nalcotlc or mood-altering drug, cause

her prescubmg provider to subm1t monthly reports to the Board by the 30th day of each month

:regardlng the contmued need for the prescrlbed nar ootlo or mood ~altering dlug, (5) provide a

copy of the Consent Agreement to _any employer where a registered nurse license is required and

to the Program Director of any nursing program Respondent attends; (6) if working in a setting

_that requires a registered nurse hcense, cause her employer to submit quarterly evaluatlons to the

Anzona Board; (7) practice under the on-site supervision of a professxonal nurse in good standing

! with the Arizona Board t))] work only the day or evening shift and not work more than 84 hours

in any 14 day period; (9) not work for a nurse’s registry, home health, travehng nurse agency, or
any other temporary employnlent agency, float pool, or position that requites on-call status;

(10) receive Board approyal of any out~of~State practice before such pfaotice can:be credited
towards fulﬂllment of the Consent Agleement (1 1) sign all release of 1nf01mat10n forms as
required by the Arizona Board and return them to the Board within 10 days of the Board’s written |
request; (12) appear in person for Board interviews or telephonlcally if residing out—of-state,_
(13) rénew her license if‘it is set to expire while the Consent Agreement is in effect; .(14_) notlfy
the Board, in w;iting, of any change in nursing employment, personal address, or- teleph_one -
nulnbe’r; (15) obeyall laws; and (16) bear all costs associated with complying the Consent

4

Accusation




—

© 0 1 & i A W N

RN EREERREBIEINEE S Q3 RO 0~ o

Agreement, The Consent Agreement allowed "che Board to take further disciplinary action against
Respondent if she failed to comply with any of its terms, and Respondent could voluntarily. .~
surrender her license at any time while the Consent Agreement was in effect,

13.> The underlymg oonduot supportmg the Arizona Board’s d1s01phna1y actlon is that on

or about March 7,2007, the Arlzona Board received a oomplamt allegmg that Respondent was

usmg excessive Demerol, On or about March 9,.2007, Respondent told staff from the Ar;zona

Board that she was under the care of a neurologist, Dr. Barry Johnson, for intractable migraine

| headaches, which she has suffered since she was a teenager Respondent stated that she is

,prescmbed Maxalt and Stadol, and when neither medication is effective, she is prescribed

Demerol. Respondent denied abusing any of her prescribed medroatxons On or about August 7,
2007, Respondent notified the Nevada Board that Dr. Johnson referred her to another neurologist,
Dr. Carol Foster. On or about August 20, 2007, Dr, Johnson wrote a letter to the Board stating -

that he would continue to monitor Respondent’s care without the use of narcotic medications, Dr.

' Johnson stated that he would no longer prescribe Dernero]'or Stadol to Respondent. The Arizona .

Board concluded that Respondent’s conduct constituted a violation of the Nevada Nurse Practice

‘Act,

' SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
: (Unprofessional Conduct - Out of State Discipline)
‘(Bus. & Prof, Code § 2761, subd. (a)(4))

- 14 Complainant hereby realleges the allegatrons contained in paragraphs 11 through 13
above, and 111oorporates them by reference as if fully set forth,
15, Respondent has sub_)eoted her registered nurse license to dlselpl1na1y action under-
Code seot1_on,2761, subdivision (2)(4), in that on or about September 15, 201 0, in a disciplinary
aotion before the Arizona Board, Order Number 1001 1(58 the Arizona Board entered a Consent

for Entry of Voluntary Surrender, aooeptmg Respondent’s 1equest to yoluntarily surrender her

‘ reglste1ed nurse license,

16.  The underlying conduct supporting the Arizona Board’s disciplinary action is rhat on
or about.Ooto_ber 26, 2007, Respondent entered the Consent Agreemen,t set forth in 'paragrap'hs 11

5

Accusation
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“ revocation probation, followed by a 12-month standard probation with terms and conditions. The

Notice of Charges would be issued. On or about Septembe1 7,2010, Respondent requested to

through 13 above. Among other requirements, the Consent Agreement required P'\espondentto
submit to random urine drug screens and complete 12 months of nursing _employm'ent with
satisfaotory 'perforrnance evaluations. Respondent failed 6 comply with the Consent Agreement
when a urine sample she submitted on or about January 13,2010, tested positive for marijuana. |
Furthermore, on or about March 2, 2010 Respondent underwent a psychological evaluation with
Buffy T. Wooten Ph D. Dr. Wooten 1eoommended that Respondent undergo 1nd1v1dual
psyohotherapy»wﬂh a clinician with expertise in addiction to monitor her current use and potential .
abuse of prescribed opiates and assist with referrals and education on alternative methods of pain
management On or about March 23, 2010, the Arizona Board reviewed Respondent’s non-

eompllance hlstory and voted to offer Respondent a Consent Agreement for 12-months of stayed
Arizona Board further voted that if the Consent Agreement was not signed by Respondent a

luntarily surrender her 1egistered nurse license,
| PRAYER _

WHEREFORE Comp]amant requests that a hearmg be held on the matters alleged in this
Accusation, and that _followmg the heai ing, the Board of Registered Nursing issue a decision:

1. Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License N_umber 663995, issued to
Suzanne Drake Blanton; | |

2. Oldermg Suzanne Drake Blanton to pay the Boaid of Registered Nursmg the

reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and

Professmns Code section 125 35

Accusation




= w2 [V

w

10
11
12
13
14
15

. 16

17
18

19

20

21
%
23
24
25
26
27
28

O o o

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

82 b,

DATED: @4/ H, P01

SF2011900144
- 90186695.doc

“LOUISE R, BAILEY, M.ED., RN
Executive Officer
Board of Registered Nursing
Department of Consumer Affairs

- State of California

" Complainant

" Accusation




